Effect of ovarian sex hormones on the pool of free amino acids in maternal tissues of pregnant rats fed a protein-free diet.
The effects of s.c. injections of 5 mug oestrone/kg and 50 mg progesterone/kg on Days 5-7 of gestation were investigated in rats fed a protein-free diet. The decrease in essential and non-essential amino acid concentrations in maternal liver and the implantation site caused by dietary protein deficiency was restored to control values, whereas the alterations of the plasma free amino acid concentrations, except for arginine and glycine, were not reversed by hormone treatment.